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UM SWIM TEAM DUALS 




Information Services • Univer ity of ontana • missoula, montana 59801 • (406) 243-2522 
MISSOULA--
The University of t·1ontana swim team, winner of seven straight Big Sky titles, faces 
its first competition of the 1973 season Friday and Saturday with dual meets against the 
University of Idaho and Washington State. 
Last year Montana won the Big Sky championship by one-half point over Idaho and 
Friday evening's dual should provide an indication as to the two teams relative 
strengths this season. The Vandals have three individual conference champions back. 
John Aspell is the 500-and 1650-yard freestyle champ, Burt Stratton the 100- and 200-
yard breastroke champ and Tim Wilson the one-meter diving champ. 
Washington State, Saturday's opponent,has lost duals to Puget Sound and Simon Fraser 
Universities so far this year. Last year lVSU whipped Montana 80-33. 
Fred Stetson, the coach of the UM swim team, feels that his current team is 
stronger than last year's championship squad in the breastroke and Individual Medley 
events, but weaker in the distance freestyle events. "lVe have some good people back, 
but Idaho has a very strong team. I feel that the conference meet will boil down to a 
battle of which team has the most depth. We have three individuals with the potential 
to qualify for the NCAA finals in Dave Garard, John Collier and Richard Bleakman, but 
the conference meet will be decided by the number of third- and fourth-place finishers 
a team comes up with." Stetson said. 
Garard, a Missoula senior, is the defending conference champion in three events, 
the SO-, 100- and 200-yard freestyle races, and an NCAA qualifier in the 100-yard free-
style. He holds the conference record in all three events. 
Collier is a sophomore from Santa Rosa, Ca., and the defending 100- and 200-yard 
butterfly champ. He is also the conference record-holder in the two events. 
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Bleakman is a freshman from Portland 1 Ore., and an excellent prospect in the 
breastroke events. 
Junior diver Bob Heinrich, a Missoula product, is another conference champion on the 
W~ roster. He won the three-meter dive at last year's conference meet. 
Other point winners in last year's Big Sky finals on the 'Grizzly roster include 
distance freestyler Dave Morse, diver Steve Kerr~ butterfly specialist Larry HcCarthy, 
freestyle sprinters John Kafentzis and Steve Turkiewicz, and backstroker Gregg Mortensen. 
1973 ill! SWHIMING SCHEDULE 
DATE SITE OPPONENT 
Jan. 19 Moscow, Idaho University of Idaho 
Jan. 20 Spokane, Wa. Washington State 
Jan. 26-28 ~1issou1a AAU Seniors Championships 
Jan. 27 Missoula Gonzaga 
Feb. 2 Missoula Central Washington 
Feb. 10 Ogden, Utah \~eber State and Brigham Young 
Feb. 17 Spokane, Wa. Gonzaga 
Har. 1-3 Spokane, Wa. Big Sky Championships 
~lar. 22-24 Knoxville, Tenn. NCAA Championships 
April 12-14 Long Beach, Ca. National AAU Championships 
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